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HOSTILES MASSACRED CUSTER
AND COMMAND 49 YEARS AGD
TODAY INMEMORABLE BATTLE

Few Are Livin; Who Took Part in Stirring
Events Leading Up to Clash With Warring
Sioux in Little Big Horn Hills.
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above the Little Big

the present Crow

ago today, Custer's
officers, soldiers

outs was annikilated by the Sioux
Indians and their allies in the most
memorable battle in the long annals of
Indian conflict,

The terrible disaster of that day has
since been reviewed from many angles
by soldiers of other commands who nar-
rewly escaped the same fate, by scouts
and others who bore the news back to

vilization. by the very Indians who
cwooped down on Custer's little com-
maond.  Still there are many mysteries

be cleared, many interesting details
which from time to time are brought to
light,

In the knolls
Horn river near
Agency. 49 years
command of 265

Although nearly a half century has
gene by since the famous battle took
nlace, there still remain a few people

ha had some part in the events on the
l..ittle Big Horn or whose lives have
l.ren closely associated with that of the
famous general and ill-fated leader.

In the east, still lives Mrs. Elizabeth
. Custer, wife of the general and
<harer with him of many of the hard-
<hips of army and frontier life. Davia
Hilger, secretary of the Montana His-
crical society, has during the last year
recelved several letters from Mrs, Custer
who, in spite of her advanced years, is
in very good life. Defender and histo-
rian of her husband's career. she con-
tinues to hold a lively interest .in those
who were associated with the events of

closing yvears of the general's life.

and

!
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Cared for Custer’'s Horses.

In John Burkman, who for many vears
cared for Custer's bloodel horses and
bounds., Billings has a resident who
knew many of the intimate details of
Custer's daily life. Burkman saddled
Custer’'s horse, the morning of the
tattle and was with the pack train
which later joined Reno when he was
besieged in the hills after tae destruc-
tion of Custer's command.

Although he is 86 years old. Mr. Rurk-
man is in good health and his memeory
of everything connected with Custer and
the early days is excellent, although he
will speak of them only to those
who have his confidence. He still walks
about the streets of Billings although
his eyesight is beginning to fail to some
extent.

There are a few others
were either with Reno or
their desperate encounters or with Gib-
bens who came up the next day and

living who

found the bodies of the =lain soldiers
and relieved the beleaguered troops of
Reno and Benteen,

Peter Thompson, Carter county
rancher. who treasures a congressional
medul given for conspicious service at
the battle of the Little Big Horn, is one
oi these. He was in charge of some
mules bringing up supplies to Custer
and after making an effort to join him
was finally compelled to seek refuge
with Reno's egmmand, '
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General Godfrey, who was an 'officer
in Reno's command and who, in 1801,
wrote for Century. the account of the
battle which is generally regarded as
the most authentic, is still living and
recently wrote a revised account of the
battle,

A few years ago. Curley, who brought
the news of the so-called massacre to
Captain Grant Marsh, commander O1
the Far West who had come up the Big
Horn river. died at Crow Agency. He
was generally heralded as the sole sur-
vivor of the massacre although his story
of escaping after Custer was Killed by
wrapping himself in a Sioux blanket has
been descredited by some,

He at least witnessed part of the
battle as did four or five other Crow
Indian scouts with Custer's command of
whom White Man Runs Him is still liv-
|ing near Lodge Grass. Some of these
scouts brought the first news of the
disaster to General Gibbons who, com-
ing from the north, was to have at-
tacked the Indians with Custer c¢n
June 28, -

Scores of ‘‘Survivors.”

During the years since the battle,
many men have appeared in nearly
every section of the country who have
claimed to be survivors of the battle.
According to E. A. Brininstool, Los An-
geles writer, who has made a thorough
study of evervthing which has been
written about the battle, there have
Leen nearly as many claimants to the
title as there were men Kkilled on the

fatal Jda» There is no reason to be-
lieve, er. that with the possible
excenpt . the Indian scouts, that
anyone Custer's personal command

that day escaped alive.

The campaign against the Sloux and
Cheyennes who had invaded the Crow
country was initiated with a three-fola
plan of action. Terry and Gibbons were
to come from the north along the Big
Horn, supported by the steamer Far
West. Custer, with the famous Seventh
cavalry, was to strike from tha east,
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'crossing ths Rosebud and Woif moun-
tzins while Crogk who was stationea
inn Wyoming was to come up the Lictle
Eig Horn. Unknowm to the others, ow-
eéver, Crook had been worsted by the
Indians cn the Rosebud river and was
ulable te carry out his part of tha plan.
Custer. a& many thought., with the de-
sign to win all the glory himself, made
a-forced march and reached the Indfan
‘encampment a day ahead of " the
schedule.

Custer planned a similar eaveloping
movement in planning his own cam-
, paign. the morning of june 25, Benizen
was to Zo to the south to get in touch
with Crook if he were in _the locality,
Reno was to attack the south end of
the Indian encampment while Cister
WwWas to strike the main blow severdl
miles farther north.

The pian proved a fziiure. Benteen
got toh far to the south and only got
back 1o join Reno ziter the la.tte' was
driven {o the hills. Reno aiter cross-
ing. the river was attacked by tha In-
dians and was obliged to retreat. After
nsu{ferm" severe Josses, his ‘command
finaliy made =2 stand on some Thills
where they dug ritle pite end withsrood
a sxete ¢f a couple of days until, with
the cdmicg of .Gibbaons, the Indlans
abandoned the attack. McDougzll, In

command of the pack train zizo joined
torcls with Reno.

Custer Was Last to Dne.

There is still a Gispute as to whether
Custéer got to the river and was then
flm en back to the knalis where he and
ris men died or whether he was at-
tgcked Lthere before he teached the
riter. The Indians sur—onnded the little
ferce and. in.a series of attacks s, gradu-
2lly reduced their numbers.
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From the posicions in which the bodies!
were found, it was evident that some:
had died in an effort of the entire com-
mznd to reach a better vaatage peoint
While some fell in sallies against the
fee. Some bodies were found 2t a con-
sicerable distance from that of the
main party but most in-:mall groups
were strewvved over a comparatively
small area. It is the tradition at least
that Custer wase one of the last to dle.

‘ith him died, his brother Captain Tom
Custer, his cousin Boston Custer. tha
correspondeni. Mark Keilogg and Major
Keogh, the second in command. ,

According to an account given by Rea
Horse. a Sioux chieftain. after the
dattle. ths Indians dressed in the cos-
iumes taken from Custer’'s men and|
were them in the attack on Reno. Thex
also took rifics and cartridges from the
bedies.  An account of géoing 2 bogy
of Indlan~ ‘n xoldier's costume has becn
ziven bs reveral members of- both
Reng’s and Gihbon's command. -

According 0 I. D. O'Donneli of this
city. Dir. White, an early szettier ar Co-
lumhbus, who was with Gibton's com-
mznd and wa= one of the firet men to
see the dead soldiers on the field of
battie. often rejaied abgut a band of
Indians who they first took to be sgol-
diers untl they dircovered their dis-
#uise. John Burkman alsp sayve that
this band joined in the attack on Reno.

In a recent number of Adventure,
Lone Eagzle. 2 Sioux tells of some of
the triba! traditions about the battle
‘and some of {ts prineipal actors, Part
of his aceannt iz 28 fAllgws-

2300 Sioux Tosk Pare.

"Another question aften asked is the

—
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number of Indians in the battle and
hew they were armed. There were
about 500 tepees in the camp, which
would figure out five to the tepee,
about 2,500 Sioux: half of the warriors
were mounted and had about an equal
number of bows and guns. The guns
contained a mixture of several makes
of shell and percussion cap rifles.
Among the men were also several old
flint-locks, several of which were dis-
carded or turned over to the vounget
braves after gaining possession of the
Custer carbines and Colt revolvers, most
of which were retaken by the United
States government from the Indians
after the Wounded Knee batlle. Sev-
eral of these Custer carbines and Colt
revolvers are still owned by several
Sioux.

“At home on my ranch in Montana )
still have two Colt revolvers, a rifle, a
broken sword, several brass uniform
buttons, and a scalp which was taken
from (pe battlefield on that eventful
day in June, 1876, by my foster father.

"One statement that may be of inter-
est to Adventure readers is that every
‘trooper and civilian in Custer's band
was scalped except one and that was
Geéneral George A. Custer and two rea-
sons were accountable for his scalp not
being taken. First, his known courage
and bravery was respected by the In-
dians and also that they were supersti-
ticus about taking long. curly, red halr.

““Another question often asked in con-
nection with this battle is how many
Indians were killed and what became of
the dead warriors, as none were ever
| found the next day or so when Reno
came to bury the soldiers’ dead. There
rwere about 00 Sioux and Chevenues
Killed during the battle. who were all
" carried away and buried a day's jour-
'.'luy from the Little BRig Horn battle-
i ground. I have been shown the Indian
, burial place, but due to a promise given
| to the Indian who pointed it out to me.
"{1 can not tell any living person as long

as the one who told me is this side of
‘| the Happy Hunting Ground.

NP —
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One White Saw Battie. !

“I can alsn verify the fact that al!
least one white man was witness to the‘
Custer battle.- His name was Fowler
(renamed Ishta-tanka, Big Eve. Ly the
Sioux) who had been a buffalo hunteul
and was captured along with another
friend, then less than 21 years old. by
the name of Walter J. Winnett. who
i was called Wamble Ishta, Eagle Eye,
i by the,Sioux. These two white hunters
1y were captured on the Yellowstone river
in Montana in the fall of 1874. Fowler
was considerably older than Winnett.
being more than twice his age. The
younger Winnett was cut hunting with
four Sioux when the battle took place
ard aithough Winnett heard the guns
he did not arrive on the Custer field
until the morning of the twenty-sixth.
v | During the excitement among the Sioux.
;'young fEagIe Eye) Winnett was for-
[;gouen in the hurried move to Canada

—

and made his escape out of the Indian
country and is alive and well today,
owner of a large stock ranch at Win-
nett, Fergus county, Montana, the city
¢f Winnett being built on his ranch
gnd named In his honor and he wil
verify any part of the statements here
concerning him, S

“However, the older buffalo hunter;
Mr. Fowler (who like Winnett had mar-
ried into the Sioux tribe) did not fare .
Lso fortunately as his young friend Win- |
nett.  After ‘Winnett had made his es-
cape, the Sioux, knowing that Fowler
had witnessed the battle, was afraid|
he also would try to escape and rather
than take any extra precaution, he was
killed by Rain-in-the-Face (the Indian
who fired one of the three shots that
killed Custer) and Fowler, the only
white man who witnessed the Custer |
lﬂsht.. was hurled somewhere in Montana, |
near the Alberta, Canada line” \
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